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‘« Mitigate Coastal Hazards

(0)4)




el

arve critical to safety, economic productivity,

and environmental protection.
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e 3, 560 sfhlps, many carr; ng hazardﬂus matenals,
are involved in accidents on U.S. waterways each
year.







Americans expect a quality of life

that balances economic development

with environmental protection.
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The coastal environment is highly valued for the
services it provides, but is vulnerable to degradation.







Healthy coastal habitats arve essential

to economic and environmental prosperity

in the coastal zone.
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¢ Coastal habitats sustain biodiversity, buffer the
effects of storms, and support public recreation.
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to hazarvds and immediately respond when

disaster strikes.




_the challenge

» In 60 vears, erosion will claim one in four houses
within 500 feet of the shoreline; 26 of 35 coastal
states are experiencing net loss of their shores.

» Coastal storms annually cause billions of dollars
of damage. Losses from Hurricane Andrew in south
Florida approached $30 billion.

» 0Oil and chemical spills destroy wildlife, pollute

estuaries and beaches, damage habitat, and jeopar-
dize economic productivity.
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° We jointly manage a system of estuarine reserves
for long-term research and education to improve
management of coastal resources.
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Meeting local

and regional

needs...
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